,:.’

$4.95
Winter 2008

¥
. <
| ’ 't‘

magazine

inspired living
www.ajspirit.com

o
Xt
s ey

P

Zach & Nancy Brooks:
Working to Build
(0]l Communi!y

-

Finding the

Maccabees | in

Today’s Jerusulem
rt

Fﬂiﬁﬂix



Winter 2008 | www.djspirit.com

J messuyge from

rabbi zvi holland

kollel deun

Community
Dear Friends,

Let's talk about the elephant on the room. THE ECONOMY. There - [ said it.

Now let me tell you a story. One Pesach, I received a call from an elderly Holocaust survivor. He asked
me a question. "Why does the Torah describe the Pesach Seder as a family event or a meal shared with
neighbors? 1"l tell you why!” he said. "In the concentration camps, when the Nazis gave us food, every

person wanted to run to a corner to eat alone. You know why?”

He continued, "Because when someone is oppressed, he can only think of himself. When you eat
alone, you don't have to share. On Pesach especially, a Jew must act like a Jew and eat as a family
and as a neighbor, sharing what he has with those around him. Only then can we really celebrate our

peoplehood.”

Along these lines my teacher, the revered Rosh Yeshiva of Mir - Rabbi Nosson Tzvi Finkel, once explained
that this lesson is the test of being a Jew. When G-d gives something to us that our peers do not have, we
are faced with a challenge: do we extend ourselves to include others in the security of our own lives?

Rabbi Finkel taught, "It is during this defining moment that we learn the power of the human spirit,

because we must extend our own comfort to others.”

In the current economic climate, we must do the same. We must do our best to set aside our fear of what
may be coming next and continue to share whatever we have with community and with our brothers and
sisters in need. We must fearlessly spread our blanket over many others and continue to invest in the
future of the Jewish People by supporting Torah institutions and ALL Jewish charities.

And we will because we are Jews and that is what we do.

With Blessings for Our Entire Community,

Rabbi Zvi Holland
Kollel Dean

"In the concentration camps,” he
said to me, "when the Nazis gave
us food, every person wanted to
run to a corner to eat alone.
You know why?"
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highest quality, compassionate state-of-the-art cardiovascular care.
The physicians:
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Zach & Nancy Brooks:

Working to

Build Our Community

Owners of the Jewish Collection Muke Community < Priority

Zach and Nancy Brooks of Phoenix are perhaps best known
as the owners of The Jewish Collection - a Judaica store in
Scottsdale on the corner of Shea and Scottsdale Road. The
couple opened the store in April of 2006 after the closing of
both the Israel Connection in Phoenix and the Jewish Quarter

in Scottsdale (the Jewish Quarter has since reopened).

The Brookses say they opened the store "to provide a place

where you can get all the items you need for life events,

holidays, and gifts — but also to contribute to the growth and
quality of life of the Jewish community in the greater Phoenix

area.”

And contribute they have. With their financial assistance,
materials donations, programming, and more, the Brookses
have successfully been able to turn their store into a place of

chesed/kindness that is an asset to the entire community.



Zach, a native Phoenician, met Nancy at the Arizona State University Hillel
and they were married soon after Zach completed his MBA. Nancy taught at
the Beth El preschool for a few years, but with four sons and Zach traveling
often, it was difficult for her to work full time. During the 1990s Nancy worked
part time at Israel Connection, which closed in 2003. When the closing of
the Scottsdale store was announced in 2005, Zach and Nancy felt that the
community should not be without a Judaica store, so they reopened in the

same location in 2006, doing business as the Jewish Collection.

Zach credits the store's success to Nancy's "Black belt in shopping,” great
taste, and buying trips to New York and to Israel. Nancy also gets to know her
customers well. The overwhelmed bride or mother of the Bar Mitzvah boy who
visits the Jewish Collection will get Nancy's personal attention and assistance
throughout the entire planning process. Custom printed invitations, ketubot,
tallitot, kippot — Nancy and her staff, including Debbie Cooperman and Laura
Leibhaber, will make sure they have everything they need.

When customers are collectors of a specific type of item, Nancy goes out

of her way to find and stock those items even if they are as obscure as a

giraffe-themed menorah. The Brookses have developed relationships with
artists and artisans all over the world and house the largest collection of
Southwestern Judaica in the United States. As a service to the Scottsdale
and area communities, the Jewish Collection also houses a large selection of

kosher groceries, wine and meat from Segal's Kosher Foods in Phoenix.

As service to the community goes, what happens within the walls of
the Jewish Collection is just the beginning. The Brookses have hosted a
community-wide Shofar Blowing contest for kids in all of the area Jewish Day
and Hebrew schools. They have invited authors to come to the store to speak
and sign books. Children’s books and cookbook demonstrations have been

popular as well.

The Brookses have decided to make their Phoenix community a priority.
All their customers can register their information, including their favorite
charity. Throughout the year, their purchases are recorded and tracked and at

least 10% of their total purchases are sent to the charity of their choice.

Since opening the store in 2006 the Brookses have donated through this
program approximately $150,000 to Jewish Day Schools, Synagogues, the
Jewish Federation of Greater Phoenix, Israel and Israeli Charities, as well as
many secular charities. Due to the current economy, this program had to be
put on hold for the last few months, but according to Zach, "We are optimistic

that we will be able to reinstate the program again soon.”

Elegant Affordable Creative & Ko
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Café open daily in JCC
Fax 480.907.7152
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S SINAT MORTUARY

The Valley’s Only Jewish Funeral Home

Jonathan Perlman,
Third Generation Jewish Funeral Director

(602) 248-0030

For information about advertising with us, pledse cdll

602-424-0102 or email ebronsteyn@aztorah.com

Generations
of Caring

You were born into a family that
has a proud Jewish heritage.
Jews are known for their fierce
determination to protect their
children keeping them healthy and
safe. And now, many years later, it
is your turn to honor their legacy
by making sure your parents are
healthy and safe. Give them the
compassionate care they deserve
in the comfort of their own home.

Cypress HomeCare Solutions can help you
help your parents with all their home care
needs, such as cooking, shopping, driving to
appointments, laundry, and personal care.

We know how difficult it is to find help

for your loved one. Call us today for your
FREE in-home care assessment plan.

You DO HAVE A CHOICE

Serving the Valley for 12 years

YPRESS

HOMECARE SOLUTIONS £
compassionate care in your home :;!:
602.264.8009 B

WWW.cypresshomecare.com

Caregivers Bonded, Insured and Background Checked
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Through their charity work, the Brookses have been able to establish a close
relationship to many Jewish institutions in the area. When you reach out to
the community the way the Brookses have, through their store and otherwise,
you bring power and strength to your community and hope to inspire others

to become more involved as well.

The Phoenix Community Kollel is only one of the many Jewish organizations
in town that have benefited from their dedication. In 2008, the kollel's
popular Abraham S. Friedman Distinguished Speaker Series was presented by

the Jewish Collection, bringing four prominent educators to the community.

Zach believes the Kollel plays a vital role in the community, and currently
serves on the Kollel's Board of Directors. "The Kollel has given me the
opportunity to begin to appreciate the breadth and depth of Jewish learning,
law and history,” Zach says. "I can move at my own pace through a variety of
texts and concepts that are opening the doors of Jewish learning to me.”

Each customer in the store can register
their information, including their favorite
charity. Throughout the year, their
purchases are recorded and tracked and

at least 10% of their total purchases are

sent to the charity of their choice.




Zach and Nancy also chaired the Kollel's "Jewish Unity Live 2008 Dinner of
Tribute,” honoring Ruth Ann and Ray Perlman of Sinai Mortuary. "Zach and
Nancy brought their passion for a well-run event and their dedication to the
Kollel's mission of building Jewish unity through learning to create a night
that will not be forgotten for a long time," says Rabbi Zvi Holland, Dean. "Zach
even composed a special song satire for the occasion that was performed live
by Kol Zimra. Ray and Ruth Ann, along with their children and grandchildren,

will remember that one for a long time."

More important than the time, energy, resources and talent that Zach and Nancy
so freely gave to the evening was their dedication to furthering the message of
theKollel, and empoweringthe Jewish people thatare a part of the city they love.
The Brookses have proven themselves to be not just active members of the
Jewish community, but pillars of the Jewish people. Throughout the world,
the media bombards young and old alike with messages of frivolity and
materialism. The Brookses send out a message of caring and sharing. Who
is in a better position to help a Bar or Bat Mitzvah to start their path into

adulthood, or a bride and groom to begin their lives together?

"The Kollel has given me the opportunity
to begin to appreciate the breadth and

depth of Jewish learning, law and history,’
Zach says. "I can move at my own pace

through a variety of texts and concepts

that are opening the doors of Jewish
learning to me.”

"The Brookses set wonderful examples and they are good role models for the
community,” says Laura Leibhaber, who has worked at the Jewish Collection
since it opened. The Brookses' four sons, Andrew, Micah, Justin and Ari, have
big shoes to fill, but their parents have so clearly marked a path of values and
respect for others, that they will surely live their lives in a way that makes
their family and the Jewish People proud.

In Pirkei Avot, Ethics of our Fathers, it states that the world stands on three
pillars and that one of them is "gemilut chasadim” -- "acts of loving kindness."
The example of kindness that comes naturally to the Brookses keeps the
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HYMSON GOLDSTEIN & PANTILIAT, P.C.

ATTORNEYS, MEDIATORS
AND
COUNSELORS

DAVID B. GOLDSTEIN

EDDIE A. PANTILIAT

Commercial and Residential Real Estate
Corporate / Business Law
Commerical and Civil Litigation
Personal Injury
Estate Planning and Asset Protection
Family Law / Domestic Relations
Debtor / Creditor
Copyrights and Trademarks

14646 N. KIERLAND BLVD., SUITE 255
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85254
(480) 991-9077
WWW.LEGALCOUNSELORS.COM
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Senior Murtgage Loan Officer

(602) 381-2116 Office I.

(602) 418-2578 Cell
(602) 3812101 Fax JOHNSON

Isegal(@johnsonbank. com BANEK

Purchase, Refinance

Construction, Lot Loans
Great Rates, Products & Excellent Service

We’ll treat you like family.

Our custom-tailored solutions make the loan process easy. =2 Fbic

Official Solution Provider to the Phoenix Community Kollell

Tech Paramedics, LLC

Specializing in custom built systems, computer repair,
network optimization, automatic off-site backup

Serving the Valley for 9 years

Please contact us for a free quote
480-233-2683 or 602-908-4311
info@techparamedics.com

Mention this ad and we’ll donate 20% of the bill to the Kollel (excl. parts)
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world spinning -- from the Bar Mitzvah boy who is just beginning his life as
a Jewish adult, as he comes in to try on his first tallit that he will wear as he
makes a blessing at the Torah for the first time, to the bride and groom, who
will start a new life together as he hands her the carefully selected ketuba
under the Chupah. But also the worlds of all the individuals who are touched
by the organizations they support and who are able to learn from middot

tovot — fine character traits - that Zach and Nancy display.

On that night last March, Zach and Nancy brought people together from
across the entire community and helped create a night to celebrate Torah

study, which is the unifying force in Judaism.

Chanukah literally means "Dedication on the 25th," as the Jewish People were
able to rededicate their Holy Temple on the 25th of Kislev after defeating
the Greek Army. As the holiday approaches and we prepare to celebrate
Chanukah, it should be a time of introspection and renewed dedication
to contribute our time and energy to keep the world spinning, so that we
too can add momentum to our community and strength to Jewish People

everywhere.
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/ o VALLEY

Not for profit. For comfort.

The nation’s largest and oldest freestanding

hospice since 1977.

Innovative programs and individualized care for:
Alzheimer’s/Dementia = Cancer
Respiratory Disease = Neurological Disease
Pediatrics » Heart Disease

Serving patients and families Valleywide,
in their own homes and in our inpatient hospice homes.

602.530.6900
hov.org

Medicare Certified w State Licensed
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KOSHER CORNER

Grocery - Dairy - Nosh
Frozen foods - Beer & Wine
Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Stop in for all your Chanukah needs
Menorahs, wicks, oil, candles and more!

Kosher Corner
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The State of Israel $100 Mazel Tov Bond.

A Beautiful Way to Celebrate Hanukkah. &@Jg

Mazel Tov Bond—5-Year

Fixed annual interest rate for the life of the bond is determined one
business day before the beginning of the Sales Period. Matures 5 Dl c —— |
years from issue date, Interest not paid until maturity. Maximum evelopment Corporation for Israe
amount that may be purchased by any person on any purchase date State of Israel Bonds
in the name of any one holder is $2,500. Minimum Subscription: Baob Leve

$100 and multiples of $50. 10617 N Hayden Rd  Suite 108

This is a representative sampling of the securities offered. Issues subject to SUO“SE'H'E. AZ 85260
availability. This is not an offer, which can be made only by prospectus. Read Tel: 480-948-7315 - 800 -229-4324
it carefully before investing to fully evaluate the risks associated with investin ’

in State nyf Tirael Bonds. ¢ ¢ 4 Fax: 480-948-T413
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